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‘Here’s a book bursting with humour and life!’ Page Education

A little girl’s heart-warming search for the ideal dad
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My mummy, she is tall, very tall,
Much taller than the other 
mums. When she comes to 
school, the other mums get out 
of her way.

No mum can 
beat her in an 
arm-wrestle. And 
probably no dad 
either!

My mummy is 
strong, very 
strong, much 
stronger than the 
other mums.

My mummy is beautiful, very 
beautiful, much more beautiful 
than the other mums. If there 
was a beauty contest for mums, 
my mum would win the fi rst 
prize.

My mummy is smart, super smart, 
much smarter than other mums. She 
always fi gures out the name of the 
baddie before the end of the fi lm. 
And she can do sums in her head!

My mummy is sporty, very sporty, 
much sportier than other mums. She 
can play bowls ... foosball ... and 
she can roller-blade.

And she can do 
jigsaws.

But other children 
also have a daddy.
I don’t. If I did, I 
would need a tall, 
very tall daddy, 
As tall as four 
daddies at least.

I would need a strong, very strong 
daddy, much stronger than other 
daddies. As strong as a masked 
superhero on the telly.

I would need a handsome, very 
handsome daddy, much more 
handsome than other daddies. As 
handsome as a movie actor, with 
lots of hair.



I would need a smart, super 
smart daddy ... and sporty... 
who likes jigsaw puzzles and who 
is kind!

My mummy and I put an advert 
in the paper: ‘Looking for a dad 
like this, like that. If not like 
this, or like that, stay at home.’

The day after, the 
daddy-candidates 
arrived.

Not strong enough 
... not enough hair 
... can’t count ... 
can’t roller-blade 
... doesn’t like jig-
saws... unkind ...

In the end, there was only one left.
He wasn’t very tall ... didn’t look 
like a movie star ... wasn’t sporty ... 
nor as strong as a masked superhero.

But he looked nice, so we took him 
home.

My new daddy is small, very 
small, much smaller than other 
daddies. He can’t count but ... 
he knows plenty of rhymes ...  
he loves animals ... and he can 
cook!

My new daddy is 
very, very kind, 
much kinder than 
other daddies.

Because at night 
before I sleep, he 
reads me a story. 
And sometimes, 
even two stories.

I love my new daddy. Even if he 
can’t roller-blade. Even if he 
can’t do jigsaws.

He is my daddy.



What makes a dad ideal? Is he 
strong as a superhero, or hand-
some as a movie star? Is he 
intelligent or sporty? Or is he 
just good at jigsaw puzzles and 
have lots of hair?

One little girl is about to find out, 
in this funny, charming and ulti-
mately moving story of her search 
for a dad who can measure up to 
the mummy she loves.

It’s going to be a hard job finding 
a partner for a mum so unusual, 
but this little girl is determined to 
try. Together, she and mum draw 
up a list of all the things they 
want in a dad and place a notice 
in the paper, only to discover lots 
of candidates lining up outside 
the house the very next day!

In the end, the successful can-
didate is a long distance from 
what they thought they wanted, 
but he’s special too in his own 

way—because 
he is kind, can 
cook, and (most 
important of all) 
because he loves 
them.

This immensely 
positive and en-
tertaining book, 
told from a child’s 
point of view in 
memorable rhyth-
mic language, 
is for any child 
reflecting on what 
makes their dad so 
great.

With the lightest 
of touches, and 
without any loss 
of entertainment 

value, it also tells the story of a 
quirky single-parent family’s hap-
py transition into a stepfamily—a 
very common feature of modern 
society.

Translated into many languages 
across the world, including Span-
ish, Italian, Portuguese, Dan-
ish, Korean, Chinese, Polish and 
Finnish, A Dad Who Measures 
Up’s Australian and New Zealand 
publication will mark its first 
publication in English anywhere 
in the world.
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